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APPROACHES TO ART 



¡ focuses on the way 
objects are made, their 
purely visual aspects, 
and medium 

¡ emphasizes elements 
of art 

¡ everything to 
understand the work of 
art is contained within 
the work 

¡ successful if the artist 
has created a visually 
interesting design 

FORMALISM 



¡ an attempt to 
represent everyday 
life truthfully 

¡ creating a likeness of 
something from the 
external world 

¡ renders everyday 
characters, situations, 
dilemmas, and 
objects, all in a “true-
to-life” manner 

REALISM 



•  stresses the 
express ive  
qual i t ies  in  an 
ar twork 

•  v iv id ly  
communicate  
moods,  
feel ings ,  and 
ideas to  the 
v iewer  

EMOTIONALISM 



¡ reshapes the natural 
world for expressive 
purposes 

¡ refers to an object or 
image from the real 
world or another 
work of art 

ABSTRACTION 



¡ fantasy 
¡ not representing 

anything from the 
outside world 

NON-REPRESENTATIONAL 


